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Important work should not have to begin again merely because
context was interrupted.
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What the Prodigal Brain Is

The Prodigal Brain is the physical implementation layer of Shade Tree Science. It is an actual
database designed to preserve enough connected information for a person to return to
complex work after interruption and continue responsibly.

The name describes return. A project, question, memory, or line of reasoning may become
distant, fragmented, or temporarily inaccessible. The database is intended to help that work
come home with its identity, relationships, evidence, decisions, and direction intact.

The Important Boundary

The Prodigal Brain is not an artificial mind and is not presented as a replacement
for human thought. It is the only physical system in this body of work: a structured
database operated by human beings. The Foundation supplies concepts. Chronicle supplies
preserved records and development history. The Prodigal Brain turns those principles into a
usable return system.

The Core Problem

Storage alone does not preserve usable understanding. A file may survive while the reason it
matters, the decisions surrounding it, the evidence supporting it, and the next correct action
are lost.

¢ What was the active question?

e What had already been decided?

e Which evidence supported or challenged the work?
e How were records and ideas related?

¢  What remained unresolved?

e What was the next correct action?
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What the Database Preserves

Records

The source files, notes, observations, experiences, and publications associated with the
work.

Relationships

Connections among people, projects, concepts, sources, decisions, events, and later
revisions.

State
The verified condition of the work at a particular checkpoint.

Reasoning trail

Why a decision was made, what alternatives were considered, and what evidence affected
the result.

Validation

What has been checked, what remains uncertain, and which claims must not be treated as
settled.

Return instructions
The minimum context and ordered actions required to resume correctly.

Next correct action
The most appropriate safe step from the verified state, rather than a generic task list.

How Return Works

Capture the current state before context is lost.

Connect each record to its project, source, decision, and dependency.

Preserve the evidence and the reason the state matters.

Create a verified checkpoint that distinguishes settled, active, and unresolved work.
Retrieve the relevant records after interruption.

Reconstruct enough context to understand the state.

Validate the reconstruction before acting.

Resume from the next correct action.
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Relationship to Chronicle
Chronicle and the Prodigal Brain have different jobs.

Chronicle
Chronicle is the preserved record and continuity infrastructure. It retains observations,
sources, changes, decisions, checkpoints, and the history of how the work developed.

The Prodigal Brain

The Prodigal Brain is the physical database and return interface. It organizes selected
Chronicle records and related project information so a person can retrieve, reconstruct,
validate, and resume work.

The Human Role

Human authority remains central. The database can preserve and present records, but a
human operator determines meaning, evaluates evidence, resolves ambiguity, authorizes
correction, and decides whether a return is reliable enough to continue.

What Success Looks Like

A successful return does not merely locate an old file. It restores enough verified context
that the person can explain the active question, identify the relevant evidence and decisions,
distinguish known facts from unresolved issues, and take the next correct action without
silently rebuilding the project from guesswork.

Public Development Status

The Prodigal Brain is an active database project. Public documents describe its purpose,
boundaries, and operating model. The database itself may contain private working records
and is not automatically part of the public website. Public releases should expose only
records intentionally prepared for publication.

Central Principle
Persistence enables return. Return restores the ability to
continue becoming.

Questions, corrections, and serious feedback are welcome through Prestodigitator.
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